Dear Jim, Hocfa 'book 8/14/75 

I decided I was too tired to continue trying to write tonight so I f ini shed 
this chapter instead. Of course I could have been too tired to do it justice, too. 

Parts are good. Parts are fair, some too fair and understated. I find this 
interesting because other parts are stretched pretty thin. I therefore wonder if 
there has been a Scott influence. Some of the thinkingxtk that is not out of place 
on other subjects and I believe is one this is visible and is characteristic of Scott. 

He has gone into what he was to have kept confidential (f 'note 79C). This is 
one of the matters about which I wrote him while on the plane. 

He seeks to justify this to himself with the formulation in f*note 156 t/2. 
"Brought to his attention" in non-Hoch English is sending him a copy for no use and 
as a daplicate depository. The Schoener and Verb part is the distortion his con- 
science needs. They were both here working for me at a time when the Ar chiv es was 
giving me a rough time# I told them what files I wanted them to go over for me* 

There is no doubt about the precondition and the unders tanding of confidentiality 
and of his not ever writing a book or anything else. Or letting anyone else have a 
copy. This is bften enough in our correspondence. There is nothing I can do about 
it now but it explains much. 

I'm not going to dwell on this but I think I'd best read the rest when I can. 

My feelings are of disappointment, in these younger men and because I*d had 
so much higher an opinion of them and their generation. 

Thd dishonesti.es and lack of ethics disappoint more in them. 

Of those younger than you the only one on whom I can look back without some 
regret is Howard. 

I'm not racking my brain on this, but of those older, aside from you I can 
recall only the White and Hal Verb (who appears to be turned off) who have been 
honorable and ethical. Bemabei the silent, too. (Silent since separation.) 

It is a depressing record. Disappointing. 

More so because of the extraordinary cost to me, the least being that of the 
xeroxing at the Archives. I’d spend whole nights standing at my slow nnwWnp m»irin e 
copies to send to Haul and Gary. I can stand only so long without uncomfortable 
bachache. And when I think of what else I could have done with that or the 
time wasted in trying to save Paul from the folly of his own melonry....I could 
have written more than one planned and researched book. More than two if we add 
Nichols. 

I suppose that as with sox many of ay own generation I can recall, life changed 
them. Adapting, preserving self-concepts, living in a corrupt world. 

These kinds of experiences have been very hard on Lil. I’ll not tell her of 
this one. Gary and fled really hurt her, Jerry less because she did not feel toward 
him as she did toward Gary. 


C’est le eie? 



